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It often starts when a single child won't stop talking.
Then classmates join in, saying jokes or walking among
the desks. Before long, the whole lesson is ruined. The
Japanese call it “classroom collapse,” and see it as a big
problem in the country's education system and a sign of
unhappiness in young people. “This is a very serious
problem,” said Yutaka Nabeshima, who is running an
Education Ministry study of the problem.
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Classroom collapse mostly takes place in elementary
schools, where classes of 40 students spend the whole day
with a single teacher. To people from other countries it
may seem normal for kids to be noisy, but in Japan, where
children are expected to be good without the teacher
telling them, the problem is seen as very serious.
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Many people have different ideas about why classroom
collapse happens. For example, some say the
education system is too old, some say that the
teaching methods are boring and others say parents
are not strict enough with their children.

(FNER) ZLD AN R A, FIREFEAGERDDMNDONTE
BHEZTROTWS, EARX BBV ATLNETESL
EOALVBL. BIRAEMNREILEEIALLSL. BHNF
EBITHLTHAITELLBNEET I ABLVD,

235

(FREXX )D&

Ryoichi Kawakamai, a teacher who has written
a book on the problem, thinks it is because of
declining respect for schools and teachers and says
today's children cannot work well in groups.
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Jiro Saito, a writer, said the pressure to do well at
school has created a generation of children who are afraid
of making mistakes. When children suddenly feel that the
pressure is too much, the classroom collapses. “Whatever
the teacher says, you hear kids say ‘yes,' but in their
hearts many of them are thinking, “That's not right",
Saito said.
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Many people say the Education Ministry needs to give
students more freedom to study what they want. Others
say it's time to tell parents to discipline their kids. “It's
not just a problem of the schools--it's a problem of
society as a whole,” Kawakami said. “We have to think
again about what the school's role in society should be. ”

(Adapted from The Japan Times)
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(1) some say the education system is too old,

(2) some say that the teaching methods are boring,

(3) and others say parents are not strict enough with
their children.
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(4) it is because of declining respect for schools and
teachers,

(5) today's children cannot work well in groups. »
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much, the classroom collapses.

- FTHINTTTT...... [REZEJIICDODLVTHERD

N)IT—3y
(1) the Education Ministry needs to give students
more freedom~.
(2) it's time to tell parents to discipline their kids.

(3) We have to think again about what the school's
role in society should be.
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